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CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT & INVITATION

_________________________________________________
2ND AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON

EMPOWERING THE PEOPLE, CIVIL SOCIETIES AND THE DIASPORA OF  AFRICA/THE HORN OF AFRICA/ IN PROMOTING DEMOCRACY, PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT

-----------------------------------------

Date & Venue

June 16, 2007
8:30-18.30

Auditorium, Vrije Universiteit, De Boelelaan 1105, Amsterdam
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Organized by

Development Services International (DSI) 

&

Hadish Tesfa Network (HTN)

                 In cooperation with:

African Humanitarian Foundation (AHF) 

                          
Multi-cultural Women Peace Makers Network

Some Eritrean Human rights and Civil Society Organizations in Europe

African Diaspora Fund for Development* (ADFD)

African Diaspora Community Council (ADCC) & SRADICC
Concerned  people from the Horn and other regions of Africa
                       SPONSOR

[image: image2.png]



ALL INTERESTED IN AFRICA AND ITS FUTURE ARE MOST WELCOME



(Chief Coordinator: Dr. Fisseha-Tsion Menghistu)
Despite some positive developments, generally the Horn of Africa is one of most conflict-prone regions in the world as well as being one of the poorest with a systematic insecurity  in which conflicts and political crises feed into and fuel one another, with difficult inter-state relations, unstable, disputed, underdeveloped and insecure borders, with states providing refuge, rearguard bases, military support and diplomatic recognition to groups fighting wars in neighboring states. This is  stated in the European Parliament Report on the Horn of Africa of 20-3-2007)  Darfur, Somalia and other parts of Africa have been on the news. The root causes of the conflicts are many. However,  solutions that will bring  democracy, lasting  peace,  and development have become difficult. The question is what are some of the internal and external factors that make the Horn  one the most conflict-ridden regions  in the world?

SOME AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF  THE SERIES OF CONFERENCES

Our  series of conferences aim at engaging the Policy makers, Parliamentarians, Academics, researchers, experts, donors and the African Diasporas into serious, intensive discussions, and debate towards identifying on what is wrong with Africa in general and the region in particular? Questions to be addressed will include 

1. Why has the Horn of Africa become a conflict-ridden region of Africa?  And who benefited from it?

2. What are some of the internal and external reasons for the political instability, and conflict?  Why is the region suffering from un acceptable state of poverty and unemployment and why are  the youth of the region  becoming hopeless and helpless?

3. What is the responsibility and accountability of the Leadership and the opposition groups? How can the regions; problems be solved? Where does one begin to fix it?

4. What is the role of Governments, political groups, the People, Civil Societies and the Diaspora including the African intellectuals in promoting respect for human rights, rule of law, democracy, peace and reconciliation and in the elimination of poverty or in realizing the objectives of sustainable development? 

5. What are the positive and negative roles and practices of the Dutch/EU Governments and Parliaments as well as that of the International community including that of Northern and Southern NGOs? 

6. What is to be done to help solve the complex problems of the Horn of Africa in particular and the rest of Africa in general?  

7. How does one empower the powerless? What are the formal and informal mechanisms of achieving empowerment of the people?

8. How does one achieve the above-mentioned noble aims and objectives beyond making empty slogans, declarations, resolutions, promises and statements?

Admission fee, tea. Coffee and lunch: Free
REGISTRATION via www.Hadish-Tesfa.com ; Email registration@hadish-tesfa.com
Or via  Fax 31-20-569 2707; For more authoritative information you may call + 31-20 69 59 190  or 06 180 99 119  Or call 2nd Conference Secretary: tel (mobile)   31-615607091 (for English speakers).  For more information, please also contact via info@hadish-tesfa.com
Keynote Opening Speech (TBC)
Among some of the other high calibre Speakers include:

· Mr. F.Kaczmarek*,  Member of European Parliament and Rapporteur  on the Draft Report on the Horn of Africa: EU Regional Partnership for Peace, security and development  of 20-3-2007) Brussels
· Mr. Paul Litjens, Deputy Head, Africa Department and Head of the Horn of Africa, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Hague

· Dr. Paul Meerts, former Deputy Director of the International Institute of International Relations-Clingendael and now an expert on Negotiations

· Mr. Rein Koelstra, Senior policy Advisor, Good Governance & Peace Building, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Hague

· Mr. Geremy Lester, Head of Unit, DG Development, European Commission, Brussels
· Prof. Dr,  Flinterman*,  Netherlands Institute of Human Rights,  University of Utrecht
· Mr. William M. Gumede, Senior Associate and Oppenheimer Fellow at St. Anthony’s College, Oxford University,
·  Mr. Jeremy Smith, Amnesty International (NL)

· Representative of  Dutch Journalists Association
· Some high calibre  representatives of the various Civil Societies, Diasporas and women groups from the Horn of Africa including Eritreans, Ethiopians, Sudanese, Somalis, Kenyans etc 
· Mr. te Velde, IKV Pax Christi Netherlands
· Mr. Tekola Worku, Stockholm, Sweden

· Prof. Dr. Tekeste Negash, University of Uppsala, Sweden

· Alem Desta,  Chair person, Multi-cultural Women Peace Makers Network
· Representatives of various Eritrean civil societies and the Diaspora in Europe including Asper in Italy
· Representatives of the various Political movements within and outside the Eritrean Democratic Alliance  EDA)  based in Ethiopia and Sudan
· Representatives of the various Eritrean and Ethiopian Diaspora movements in the Netherlands and the  EU
· Representatives of  Africans in Diaspora communities, Scholars and Intellectuals from the Horn of Africa residing in The Netherlands and the EU
· Some other  speakers such as Drs. B.A. Biekman*, President of the Pan African Strategic and Policy Group, (Europe) or Mrs. Ngozi Nwosu* Vice Chair, African Diaspora Community Council (ADCC) 
Chairman:
Dr. Jan Donner*, President, Tropical Institute, Amsterdam 


* Requested but not yet confirmed. But we have no shortage of  good speakers

REGISTRATION FORM

Theme: EMPOWERING the People, Civil Societies and the Diaspora of  AFRICA/ Horn of Africa/  in promoting Democracy, Human Rights, Peace and Development

Date: Saturday June 16, 2007 at Free University in Amsterdam

NB: Since there are limited seats available, they will be reserved on first come first served principle. If you like to attend and you want to ensure reservation of a seat, please do it  now or as soon as possible. Unless notified, your application for registration will be deemed accepted.

Name  (family/father's name): ……………………………………………………………..M/V

First name: ……………………………………

Name of Organization: …………………………………………………………………….

Address: ……………………………………………… …………………………………..
Street/P.O. Box: ……………………………………………………………………………

Postcode: ……………… Place/Town/City: ………………………………………………
Tel (Res): ……………………………Work: ……………………………………………..

Fax (Res): …………………………...Work: ……………………………………………..

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………...
Website (if any): ………………………….

Date: ………………………………………

TYPES/MODALITIES/ OF REGISTRATION
On line via www.Hadish-Tesfa.com  

Email registration@hadish-tesfa.com
Or via 

Fax 31-20-569 2707

Postal Mail: Please ensure that we recieve this form dully filled not later than June 10 to:
Development Services International (DSI) Att./t.a.v: Hadish-Tesfa Network Conference Secretariat: P.O. Box 16665

1001 RD Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Admission fee, tea. Coffee and lunch: Free (on first come first served for a limited number  of people)
Dinner: Maximum of 10 Euros Except for our speakers and invited guests
For more authoritative information you may call + 31-20 69 59 190

06 180 99 119  

Or call 2nd Conference Secretary: tel (mobile)   31-615607091 (for English speakers). 

For more information, please also contact via info@hadish-tesfa.com




DSI:  P.O. Box 16665, 1001 RD Amsterdam, The Netherlands, Tel. / Fax (+31) 20 – 69 59 190

Fortis Bank (Nederland) N.V. nr. 94.95.17.143 / Chamber of Commerce Amsterdam, Registration nr. 248.942


